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1953 •  •  •
New Zealand Section forms at the first national NZ Congress. 
The inaugural President is William Anderson with Secretary  
G.E. Hughes.  Both the Congress and the formation of the Section 
attract considerable print media attention.

1958 •  •  •
Association Name Change - 
Australasian Association of 
Philosophy (AAP). Psychology 
has become an autonomous 
discipline.

University of Tasmania Black Ban.  Sydney 
Sparkes Orr’s dismissal is viewed as contrary to 
academic tradition.  The Executive commends 
to members that the University of Tasmania 
is not a suitable place of employment for 
philosophers.  The ban remained in force until 
1968, two years after Orr’s death.

Attracting significant public attention, the 
“Orr case” occupies much of the Council’s 
time.  Throughout the period, the AAP 

supports Orr’s reinstatement, and with local branches, organises 
support for Orr’s legal case and widow.

1965 •  •  •

Conferences. The attendance of international visitors at the 
annual conference attracts attention. Disciplinary Associations 
also meet at the annual conference - a logic conference in 1965 
and the Australasian Association for the History and Philosophy of 
Science in 1968.  This establishes a pattern of holding disciplinary 
Association meetings alongside the annual conference.

1970 •  •  •
Indo-China War resolution opposing USA and Australian military 
involvement.  Preceded by vigorous discussion, the final vote is 
18 for, 12 against with 6 abstentions.

Notably, Brian Medlin drapes a red flag over the lectern before 
giving his paper ‘The Onus of Proof in Political Argument’.  Bob 
Santamaria’s ‘Point of View’ program charges the AAP with 
publicly supporting the Viet Cong.  George Molnar responds.

197 1  •  •  •
Australian Philosophy Departments. Members vote against a 
proposal to establish departmental boards which would include 
students in equal numbers to academic staff.  Departmental 
Boards would be responsible for staffing and appointments, 
course offerings and grading procedures.  A case for the proposal 
is made by Ian Hinkfuss, David Armstrong makes the case against. 

Teaching Philosophy Survey in Colleges of Advanced Education 
and other tertiary institutions.  Later, in 1978, the AGM requests 
Council investigate the failure of some tertiary institutions to 
develop a significant philosophy Curriculum.
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